
26 September 2022
Dear Parent/Carers, 

Across KS2 children develop their independence with reading requiring less guidance with the 
mechanics of reading and more support with developing skills of comprehension, inference, and 
understanding vocabulary. In order for your child to develop these skills, they need to have access to 
high quality books which engage and interest them. 

It is important that when children choose books in KS2 they choose books at the appropriate reading 
ability. To help your child do this, we have organised our books into colour bands. These bands slowly 
build in difficulty and aim to match your child’s reading skills. They are designed to allow your child to 
practise the reading they can do without feeling like it’s too much or too hard. 

It is really important to read from your child’s reading books every day. It can seem like a struggle or a 
chore if your child is unenthusiastic, but try and find the time – your child’s reading skills will blossom 
for it. 

We have also launched recently launched our new houses and points reward system in school. The 
children will now receive Mundesley Merits! Our merits are a mark of excellence and can be earned in 
different ways around school and for reading at home. Each read at home will earn the children a 
merit, up to 5 merits a week. These merits can then be used to purchase items from the new 
Mundesley Merit Book Shop, as well as house rewards. 

Top tips for reading at home: 

● Before your child starts reading, chat about the cover and title. Talk about what the book might 
be about.

● As your child reads, get them to pause every now and then. Ask them questions to check that 
they understand the story so far.

● Listen carefully as your child reads. It is quite easy when learning to read, to only focus on the 
start of the word. Check that they are reading the whole of the word, including any ending such 
as -ing, or -ly.

● If your child is struggling with a word, help them to break it down into individual sounds, then 
blend the sounds together. Breaking words down into syllables can also help. With longer or 
compound words, support children to identify elements of the word they might know or find 
easier to decode, for instance, rain/ing, kind/est, foot/ball. Cover up part of the word and 
encourage children to read it in smaller chunks.

● If your child is still struggling, it’s okay to tell them the word.
● Finally, don’t forget that praise is really motivating for children as they read.

Abi Carter
Head of Schools MIJS



Reading in KS2 at MJS

Our Reading Boxes

At school we have a series of books that have been carefully written to help 

children learn to read. When your child is learning to read, they need to read 

books at the right level of challenge. If your child’s book is too hard, they will 

find it frustrating (and so will you) and might be put off reading. If their book is 

too easy, their reading won’t get any better. 

At school, we use colour bands to group our reading books - this system allows 

us to put together books from different schemes to ensure your children have a 

wide range of books to choose from. These colour bands indicate how difficult a 

reading book is and also help teachers track your child’s progress. 

Book Band Colour

0 Lilac

1 Pink

2 Red

3 yellow

4 light blue

5 green

6 orange

7 turquoise

8 purple

9 gold

10 white

11 lime

12 brown

13 grey

14 dark blue

15 burgundy

16 black

Lots of parents worry about their child’s 

reading and we know it can be a struggle 

to help your child with their reading at 

home. It can be easy to feel that your child 

might be getting left behind, however, it’s 

important to remember that reading isn’t a 

race. Being a good reader might be the 

finishing line, but children get there in 

many different ways and at different 

speeds. As a school we only move child 

onto the next level when they can 

confidently and independently read the 

book themselves.

Year 
Group Book Band Colour Progression 

Year 3 Lime
(Emerging)

Brown
(Expected)

Grey
(Exceeding)

Year 4 Brown
(Emerging)

Grey
(Expected)

Dark Blue
(Exceeding)

Year 5 Grey
(Emerging)

Dark Blue
(Expected)

Burgundy
(Exceeding)

Year 6 Dark Blue
(Emerging)

Burgundy
(Expected)

Black
(Exceeding)

As children get older, they will need to be exposed to more age 

appropriate books whilst also ensuring that they are on the right 

level of challenge. As a school, we have created Free Reader 

Book Catalogues for brown, grey, dark blue, burgundy and black 

book bands. Each colour band from this range consists of 81 

books.

These books slowly build in difficulty and aim to match your 

child’s reading skills. They are designed to allow your child to 

practise the reading they can do without feeling like it’s too 

much or too hard. 

The colour bands for KS2 are age appropriate so books which 

are in the burgundy colour band may not be suitable for 

children in lower key stage 2. Teachers will ensure your children 

are on the correct colour band. 

Free Reader Book Catalogues

Please can all parents ensure 
reading books are returned to 

school so we can continue to make 
a difference to the way your 

children reads! 


