
Knowledge Organiser: From Stones to Steel

“We had to catch or find everything we 
ate. We moved from place to place in 

search of food and hunted with 
sharpened sticks. Later on, we used 

bows and arrows and spears tipped with 
flint or bone. We gathered nuts and 
fruits and dug up roots. One of my 

favourite things to do was fishing - I 
would use nets and harpoons to catch 

fish.”

15,000 - 13,000BC 

People make 
cave
paintings.

4500 - 3500 BC 

People begin to 
make simple 
pottery and 
farming starts 
to spread. 

3750 BC 

Woolly 
Mammoths 
start to die out. 

4000 - 3000 BC

People start to 
domesticate 
animals and 
ride horses. 

3000 BC

Construction 
starts on 
Stonehenge. 

First they learned to 
herd animals and 
grow crops. Later 

they discovered the 
secrets of making 
bronze and iron.

The 
Stone
Age

The story of prehistoric 
Britain began when the first 
humans arrived in Britain. It 

ended when the Romans 
conquered the ancient 

Britons. 

The earliest humans were 
hunter-gatherers. They 

survived by hunting animals 
and finding food to eat. 

‘Does working together benefit all?’

Compassion Common Good Freedom



They were metalworkers who 
knew how to work with 

copper. Gradually, Britons 
learned to make objects 
from copper, gold and 

bronze.

The Bronze 

AGe 
The Bronze 

AGe The Iron Age

Around 800 BC people in 
Britain learned how to use 
iron. This discovery had a 
dramatic impact on 
everyday life. Iron tools 
made farming much easier 
than before and 
settlements grew in size.

Iron Age Britain was a 
violent place. People lived 
in clans that belonged to 
tribes led by warrior kings. 
Rival tribes fought with 
deadly iron weapons. Many 
people lived in hill forts to 
keep safe from attacks.

During the Iron Age, the Celtic people spread out across Europe and 
many settled in Britain. The ancient Britons followed a Celtic way of life. 
They produced fine metalwork and enjoyed feasting, music and poetry.

Vocabular
y

Meaning

Neolithic The later part of the Stone 
Age

Hunter-
gatherers

A human living in a society 
in which most or all food is 

obtained by foraging. 

BC/
AD

Before Christ (BC) and anno 
Domini (AD) 

Pre-history The period of time before 
written records

Skara Brae A Neolithic Age site, 
consisting of ten stone 

structures

Archaeolo
gist

A person who studies 
human history through the 
excavation of sites and the 

analysis of artefacts

Foraging Search widely for food

Copper, 
Gold and 
Bronze

Types of metal used in the 
Bronze Age. 

During the Bronze Age, many 
people crossed the sea from 

Europe to Britain. 

    The Bronze Age began 
around 4000 BC. 

By 2100 BC, Britons were 
mining metals. 


