
The Anglo-Saxons came in ships across the North Sea – the 
Anglo-Saxons. The Anglo-Saxon age in Britain was from around AD 410 
to 1066. These people were a mix of tribes from Germany, Denmark and 
the Netherlands. The three biggest were the Angles, the Saxons and the 
Jutes. The land they settled in was 'Angle-land', or England. If we use 
the modern names for the countries they came from, the Saxons were 

German-Dutch, the Angles were southern Danish, and 
the Jutes were northern 

Danish.

This term we are going to learn about invaders and settlers of Britain! We will be learning about the Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Scots. So who 
were these people? Well…In the AD 400s, towards the end of Roman rule, Britain was being attacked by the Picts and Scots from the north, and 
the Anglo-Saxons from the sea. The Romans had built forts along the coast to fight off the sea-raiders and Hadrian's wall defended the north. 

Things were changing, and in about AD 410, the last Roman soldiers were ordered to leave. Britain no longer had the strong Roman army to 
defend it from the invaders. There were many battles between Anglo-Saxons and Britons. Over time, the Anglo-Saxons took control of most of 

Britain. 

Invaders and Settlers 
‘Is it ever right to take something which doesn’t belong to you?’

Conflict Integrate Passion

Hi, I’m a viking! We are very good at leaving 
our homelands in Scandinavia and travelling 

by longboat to other countries, like Britain and 
Ireland. We do this for one main reason: to 

plunder! Our favourite thing to do is steal from 
churches, fight the locals and burning buildings 

to the ground.

Did you know?
That Viking warriors didn’t actually wear horns on their 
helmets. Despite years of searching, archaeologists have 

yet to uncover a Viking-era helmet embellished with 
horns. In fact, only one complete helmet that can 

definitely be called “Viking” has turned up. Discovered in 
1943 on Gjermundbu farm in Norway, the 10th-century 

artifact has a rounded iron cap, a guard around the eyes 
and nose, and no horns to speak of

The Sutton Hoo Helmet is one of the most 
important Anglo Saxon finds of all time. It 

was buried in the grave of a warrior 
chieftain. Alongside it were a vast array 
of weaponry and a 27-metre-long ship. 

Although the helmet belonged to a 
powerful war-leader we cannot be 

certain who was buried at Sutton Hoo.
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The Pics and the Scots 

The Picts and Scots lived north of Hadrian's Wall. While 
the Anglo-Saxons were invading from the sea, they 
attacked from the north.
The Picts caused trouble for the Britons but they did not 
stay around. We don't know if this was because they lost 
battles and were pushed back or if they chose not stay 
around. They may have just been raiders, attacking 
Britons to steal from them and then going home.

A history book called the ‘Anglo-Saxon Chronicle’ tells of 
a king called Vortigern who asked for help against the 
Picts. He invited two Anglo-Saxons called Hengist and 
Horsa to Britain in AD 449. He paid them and their men 
to fight the Picts, but instead they turned on Vortigern and 
seized his kingdom.

Anglo-Saxon Britain wasn't ruled by one person and 
the Anglo-Saxons were not united. They invaded as 

many di erent tribes and each took over di erent parts 
of Britain. Each group of Anglo-Saxon settlers had a 
leader or war-chief. A strong and successful leader 

became 'cyning', the Anglo-Saxon word for 'king'. Each 
king ruled a kingdom and led a small army. From time 

to time, the strongest king would claim to be 
'bretwalda', which meant ruler of all Britain.

There were many famous Anglo-Saxon kings, but the most 
famous of all was Alfred, one of the only kings in British 
history to be called 'Great'. His father was king of Wessex, 
but by the end of Alfred's reign his coins referred to him as 
'King of the English'. He fought the Vikings and then made 
peace so that English and Vikings settled down to live 
together. He encouraged people to learn and he tried to 
govern well and fairly.


