
What is the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights ? 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a 
document that acts like a global road map for freedom 
and equality.  It is a list of freedoms and rights that 

every individual is entitled to so that they can live their 
lives freely, equ  ally and in dignity.

Why was it created?

The UDHR was adopted by the newly established United 
Nations on 10 December 1948, in response to the 

“barbarous acts” which took place during the Second 
World War. It was recognised that human rights were the 

foundation for freedom, justice and peace.

    Knowledge Organiser: Freedom and Justice 

Article 18: You have the 
right to your own 
thoughts and to 
believe in any 

religion. You are 
free to practice 
your religion or 

beliefs and also to 
change them.

Article 10:If you 
are accused 
of a crime, 
you have 

the right to 
a fair and 

public 
hearing.

 

Article 1: You are born free 
and equal in rights to 
every other human 
being. You have the 

ability to think and to tell 
right from wrong. You 

should treat others with 
friendship.

Article 2: You have all these 
human rights no matter 

what your race, skin 
colour, gender, language, 
religion, opinions, family 

background, social or 
economic status, birth or 

nationality.

Did you know?          
This is the most 

translated 
document in the 

world.

Did you know?          Nearly 
every state in the world has 
accepted the declaration. The Declaration outlines 30 rights and freedoms that belong to 

all of us. In the UK we have laws to protect these rights but it is not the 
case in every country. 

Should people be free to write what they want on social media?
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Key Vocabulary   

Universal Includes everyone

Declaration Recommendation ( suggestion) that are not legally 
binding.

Human 
Rights

Freedom that every human is entitled to

Freedom Having the ability to act, speak or think as you want

Equality When everyone is equal

Dignity Being valued and respected for what you are, what 
you believe in, and how you live your life.

United 
Nations

The United Nations (UN) is an organization between 
countries established on 24 October 1945 to 
promote international cooperation. When it was 
founded, the UN had 51 Member States; there are 
now 193. Most nations are members of the UN and 
send diplomats to the headquarters to hold 
meetings and make decisions about global issues.

Justice Upholding of what is fair, just, and right

Race A person's skin colour, nationality, ethnic or national 
origin.

Nationality Your nationality is the country you come from: 
American, Canadian, and Russian are all 
nationalities. ... A person's nationality is where they 
are a legal citizen, usually in the country where they 
were born

Religion A religion is a particular system of belief in a god 
or gods and the activities that are connected with 
this system.  For example:
Judaism  Buddhism   Hinduism  Islam   
Sikhism  Christianity

Throughout history, there have been many brave 
women and men who have risked their lives to bring 

about change.

Emily 
Pankhurst

leader of the 
suffragette 

movement in 
England that helped 
women win the right 

to vote

Martin Luther King
leader in the civil right 
movement in the USA 

I have a dream that 
my four little children 
will one day live in a 
nation where they will 
not be judged by the 
color of their skin, but 
by the content of their 
character. (1963)

We can change the 
world and make it 
a better place. it is 
in your hands to 
make a difference.

Nelson Mandela
The first black President 

of South Africa  

Deeds not 
words.

There are still people 
fighting for justice 

today 

Mahatma Gandhi
leader of India’s 

independence movement. 
He used nonviolent 
methods to protest 
against British rule.

The future 
depends on 
what we do 
in the 
present
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