
Knowledge Organiser: The Ancient Egyptians 

The Ancient 

Egyptians were 

absolutely 

fascinated with cats, 

and it is thought 

that most Egyptian 

families kept at 

least one as a pet.

  A
ncient 

Egypt w
as 

ruled b
y a

bout 

170 p
haraohs.

The ancient Egyptians were around for over 3,000 

years. They were the longest surviving civilisation 

ever! We know about the ancient Egyptians from the 

discovery of lots of buildings, monuments, objects and 

mummies. The practice of studying these items is called 

Egyptology 

and the people who study them are called Egyptologists. 

The ancient Egyptian 

civilisation began 5,000 years   

ago when people started 

building villages next to the 

River Nile in north-east 

Africa. It lasted for around 

3,000 years.

The ancient Egyptians were 

ruled by kings and queens

 called pharaohs. Religion was 

an important part of their 

civilisation. They worshiped 

over 2,000 gods and goddesses!
The Old 

Kingdom 

(about 

2,700-2,200 BC)

 The Middle 

Kingdom

 (2,050 - 1,800 BC)

The New 

Kingdom 

(about 

1,550-1,100 BC)

‘Should we respect everybody's views?’

Power Equality Belief



Did you know?

The ancient Egyptians 

preserved the bodies 

of important people 

through 

mummification. They 

built special tombs to 

be buried in, which 

they filled with all 

their favourite 

things. Some pharaohs 

built their tombs

in the shape of

giant pyramids.

Vocabulary Meaning

Egyptologist  An archaeologist who 

specialises in Ancient 

Egypt.

Civilization A culture, society or way of 

life. 

Pharaohs A ruler in ancient Egypt.

Mummificati

on/Mummies

Where a body is preserved.

Hieroglyphs Writing consisting of

symbols or pictures. 

Ancient Belonging to the very

distant past and 

no longer in existence.

Tomb A large vault, typically an 

underground one, for 

burying the dead.

4th November

1922:

One of Howard 

Carter’s team 

discovered a stone 

step in the sand. 

A whole flight of 

steps was soon 

revealed, and they 

led to Tutankhamun's 

tomb.

What did the 

Egyptians do? 

The ancient Egyptians 

were experts at 

farming and 

construction because 

they were very 

inventive. They 

invented a solar      

calendar (a calendar          

based on the sun) and a  

writing system called 

hieroglyphs.


