
    Knowledge Organiser: Battle of Britain 

The Battle of Britain was an important battle in World War II. After 
Germany and Hitler had conquered most of Europe, including France, the 
only major country left to fight them was Great Britain. Germany wanted 

to invade Great Britain, but first they needed to destroy Great 
Britain's Royal Air Force. The Battle of Britain was when Germany 

bombed Great Britain in order to try and destroy their air force and 
prepare for invasion.

When was it? 
In July 1940, Hitler gave 
orders for the preparation 
of a seaborne invasion of 
Britain, called Operation 

Sealion. To make this 
easier, he sent the 

Luftwaffe (German air force) 
to destroy Britain's Royal 

Air Force (RAF)first.

Battle of Britain Day 

On Septe
mber 15,

 1940 Ge
rmany 

launched
 a large

 bombing
 

attack o
n the ci

ty of Lo
ndon.  

Many chi
ldren we

re evacu
ated 

from the
 cities 

for thei
r own 

safety.

Germany continued to bomb 

London at night until May of 

1941. This series of bombings 

was called the Blitz. At one 

point London was bombed for 57 

nights in a row.

Should we show forgiveness to those who hurt us?

segregation discrimination oppression adversity

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/united_kingdom.php


Vocabulary Meaning

World War II The Second World War.  It 
was a global war that 
lasted from 1939 to 1945. 

Hitler Leader of the Nazi Party. 
Became chancellor (leader) 
of Germany in 1933. He 
initiated World War II in 
Europe by invading Poland 
on 1 September 1939

Evacuated Remove (someone) from a 
place of danger to a safer 
place.

Luftwaffe German Air Force

RAF Royal Air Force (British)

Seaborne 
invasion

Attack by sea

Blitz German air raids on 
Britain (which took place 
at night) in 1940–1Winston Churchill

"

“Never in the 
field of human 
conflict was 
so much owed 
by so many to 
so few".

    Did you know?

It is estimated that 
around 1,000 British 
planes were shot down 
during the battle, 
while over 1,800 

German planes were 
destroyed.


