
Ancient Greece was a civilization that dominated much of the Mediterranean thousands of 
years ago.  artefacts , myths and Legends; and buildings such as the Parthenon and  

Amphitheatres have helped historians piece together what life was like. The Greeks came 
before the romans and much of our culture today was founded by the ancient greeks.  

Everything from Democracy, philosophy, science, mathematics, art, Architecture, literature, 
and even sports was influenced by them.

ARCHAIC PERIOD

800 BC-500 BC

Included the start of 
the Olympic games

The Parthenon 
is over 2460 
years old! It 

was built on a 
hill called the 
Acropolis and 
was dedicated 
to me-Goddess 

Athena.

HELLENISTIC  PERIOD
323 BC-31 BC

Greece fell to the ROMANS 
in 146 BC but some 

kingdoms lasted until 31 BC

CLASSICAL PERIOD

500 BC- 323 BC

Democracy introduced.
Athens & Sparta at war 

      Knowledge Organiser: Ancient Greeks

Did you know?

The designs on the pottery 

told a story. Some told 

stories of daily life. 

Others told stories of wars 

and heroes.  Most Greeks 

were cremated and buried 

in pots. Even though the 

pots were to be buried, they 

still had to be perfect.

Does democracy always give the correct result?

Virtue Service Democracy Loyalty 



Vocabular

y

Meaning

Amphitheatr

e

 An open-air venue used for entertainment, 

performances, and sports

 Artefacts An object made by a human that tells us 

about the past

City state An independent country that exists 

completely within the borders of a single 

city

Democracy When the people have a say in how the 

government is run. They do this by voting

Parthenon A temple which was built in Athens on a 

hill called the Acropolis.

Architectur

e

The design of structures or buildings 

Myths The ancient Greeks told stories about 

their gods. These stories are called 

myths (short for mythology, or stories 

about gods)

Legend A legend is story thought to be based on 

historical fact. It tends to mention real

 people or events

This is an Amphitheatre
           Did you know?

The theatres were open air and 
built in a semi-circular shape 

with rows of tiered stone 
seating around it. The shape 
of the theatres gave everyone 

in the audience excellent 
viewing and also meant they 

could hear the actors well too.
All the actors were men. 

       Greek Mythology

The Greeks had 
numerous gods and 
many stories and 

myths that 
surrounded them. 
Greek mythology 

consists of all the 
stories and tales 

about the Greek gods, 
goddesses, and 
heroes. Ancient 
Greeks a built 

temples and offered 
sacrifices to their 

major gods.

CITY STATES

Ancient Greece wasn't a 
single country it was made 

up of a number of    
city-states. At the centre     
of each city-state was a 
powerful city. The city 

ruled the lands and area 
around it. The two most 
powerful and famous 

city-states were Athena 
and Sparta

 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greek_athens.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greece/sparta.php

