
This help sheet explains what grammar and 
punctuation children in Year 4 need to know by 

the end of the year. 

Grammar and 
 Punctuation  

Year 4  

Fronted Adverbials  

Adverbials are words or phrases that give more 
information to the sentence. 
 
A fronted adverbial is when the adverbial word or 
phrase is moved to the front of the sentence, before the 
verb.  

Earlier today, I went to the shop.

After the match, we celebrated as a team Possessive Apostrophes 
 An apostrophe can be used to show that 
one thing belongs to or is connected to 
something. This is called a possessive 

apostrophe. 

The boy’s hat was blue. 

Boy is a singular noun so you need to 
add an apostrophe and "s" to show that 

the hat belongs to the boy. 

The brothers' feet were 
muddy. 

 
Brothers is a plural noun 
that ends in an "s" so you 

don't add another "s" 
after your apostrophe. You 
can just add an apostrophe 
to show the feet belongs to 

the brothers. 

Expanded Noun Phrases 
A noun phrase is a noun and the words that describe it, which together 
act as a noun in a sentence. An expanded noun phrase is a phrase made 
up of a noun and at least one adjective. 
 

The cat → The ginger tabby cat.

Pronouns 

 

Pronouns are short words like, 'it', 'she', 'he', 
'you', 'we', 'they', 'us' and 'them'.  

 
A pronoun is a word that can be used in place 
of a noun. They can also be used to describe 
either individual or groups of people, rather 

than using their name or names. 

Jon ate an apple. →  He ate it.

Personal pronouns for 
people (Possessive)  

I, you, he, she, we, they 
me, you, him, her, us, 

them 

Personal pronouns for 
things 

it, they, them 

Conjunctions are joining words that 

link together parts of a sentence. There 

are two types of conjunction:  

The girls dressed
 up as pirates and 

built a den. 

The boy looked through a 

magnifying glass because he 

wanted to see
 the ants. 

Conjunctions 

Co-ordinating

Subordinating

 
 

Inverted Commas 

Don’t forget to include punctuation 
inside the speech!

When you are writing, inverted commas or 
speech marks go before and after direct 

speech, surrounding what was said. 

“I’m hungry,” she complained.
“What’s for tea?”  she asked.

Plural and Possessive -s 
An -s is commonly added to the end of a root word for two 
reasons: 
 

● to show that there is more than one of the thing 
(plural), or 

● to show who or what something belongs to 
(possession). 
 

When an –s is added to show a plural (for example, ‘one motorbike; 
two motorbikes‘ or ‘a cow; a herd of cows‘), there is no apostrophe 

added



Clauses  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A preposition is a word such as ‘after’, ‘in’, ‘to’, ‘on’, and 

‘with’. They are used to describe the position of something, 
the time something happened, and how something happened.  

 
Prepositions can be used to expand a noun phrase for each 

of these purposes, each time giving additional detail or 
information: for example, ‘the frog on the lilypad’ (position) 

or ‘the train after this one’ (time).
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Commas 

Articles are ‘a’, ‘an’ 
and ‘the’ 

An article is one type 
of determiner. Use ‘a’ 
and ‘an’ for general 
things and ‘the’ for 

speci c things.   

Determiners are small words that go 
before nouns.  

There are lots of di erent type of 
determiner which had di erent jobs 

to do in a sentence.  

Main and Subordinate Clauses 

A main clause is a clause that would make sense as a separate sentence. To join two main 
clauses in a conjunction.   

A subordinate clause is a less important clause in a sentence - they don’t make sense on their 
own. You start a subordinate clause with a subordinating conjunctions. 

Tim hates snow. John likes skiing.

Determiners 

Often there are subordinate clauses in a sentence. A subordinate clause cannot exist on 
its own as a complete sentence but is linked to the main clause and adds more 
information.  

● It was sunny (main clause) 
● It was sunny and we were very warm  

( two main clauses joined by ‘and’) 
● It was sunny when we arrived at the airport 

( main clause containing a subordinate clause which is underlined) 

Verb inflections  
 

Standard English variety  
 
 

 
 

Non-Standard equivalents 
 
 

More Prefixes

Words with endings 
sounding like /ʒə/ or 

/tʃə/

Homophones and 
Near Homophones 

Words with the /eɪ/ 
sound; the /k/ sound; 
the /ʃ/ sound; the /g/ 
sound and The /k/ 
sound spelt ‘que’. 

Year 3/4 Statutory 
Words

 
More prefixes and 

suffixes 

Plural Words

Homophones 

Endings that sound 
like /ʃən/ 

Year 3/4 Statutory 
Words

Words with the /s/ 
sound

Suffixes 

The / / ɪ sound 

The /ʌ/ sound 

More Prefixes and 
Suffixes 

Year 3/4 Statutory 
Words

Adding a comma can change the meaning of a sentence. 
Commas can be used to break up sentences that have more 
than one clause and make them easier to read. 

When Albert saw the food, his tummy started 
to rumble.

Albert got used to the blue spots, but then they 
started itching.

‘I done it.’‘them books’

‘I weren’t doing anything.’

‘those books’ ‘I did it’

I wasn’t doing anything.

Prepositions


