
This help sheet explains what grammar and 
punctuation children in Year 3 need to know by 

the end of the year. 

Grammar and  
Punctuation  

Year 3  

Determiners 
Determiners are small words that go before nouns.  

Articles are ‘a’, ‘an’ and 
‘the’ 

An article is one type of 

determiner. Use ‘a’ and 

‘an’ for general things 

and ‘the’ for specific 
things.   

There are lots of 
di erent type of 

determiner which had 
di erent jobs to do in a 

sentence.  
 

(One apple, some 
cheese) 

A 
cat

Phrases and clauses 
 

Sentences are made up of phrases and clauses. A clause 
is part of a sentence which has a subject and a verb. A 

phrase is  part of a subject without a verb.  

Hannah rides her bike when visits her friend.

Hannah rides her bike at school. 
Phrase  

Clause  

Prepositions 

A preposition is a word that tells you 
where, when something is in relation to 

something else. 

Prepositions can can also show you 
why something happens.

under
over
at
on

in
through

into
next to

during
until
since

before

after
due to

while

The hat was on her head. 

The cat was under the table.

The boy ran over the bridge.

 
Ginny is playing 

 
Ginny was playing 

Past and Present Tense 
 
 

When you are writing, you can use words that 
show if the events have already happened, are 

happening now or will happen in the future. 

The past tense is used for things that have 
already happened.

The present tense is used when something 
is happening now or when something 

happens regularly.
Conjunctions 

Conjunctions are joining words that link 
together parts of a sentence.  

There are two types of conjunction:  

I lost  the 

balloon because 

a sudden gust 

of wind blew it 

away. 

Subordinating Co-ordinating

“You can play on your game, after your tea.”

The three main 

coordinating 

conjunctions are ‘and’, 

‘but’ and ‘or’. 
 

They can be used to join 

together two clauses in 

a sentence.  

for  yet  so  nor 

A subordinating conjunction is 
simply the word/words that is used 

to join a subordinating clause to 
another clause or sentence. 

after

since

because
until

if

although

when



Word families 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Inverted Commas 

 
 

Present Perfect Tense 
 
 

Prefixes 

Statement, Question,  Exclamation and 
Command 

Adverbs describe verbs. 

Adverbs 

Adverbs tell you how or when or why an action was done. Often, adverbs end in 
‘ly’ - but not all of them do!  

 
 
 

Adverbs also describe adjectives. Words like ‘very’, ‘quite’, ‘extremely’ and 
‘nearly’ are also adverbs. They can be used with adjectives to show how much 

the adjective is working on the noun.  

Dad was probably asleep. 

Perhaps he was waiting for his dinner.

The sun shone brightly.

Mike overslept, therefore, he arrived late.

Not all 
adverbs 

end in ‘ly’.  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Inverted commas or Speech marks 
 “  “ are used to punctuate speech.  

 
  “Hello!” said Mr Toad.

“How are you today?” replied Mr Frog. 

The words in a word family are normally related to 
each other.  

E.g. teach - teacher, extend-extent-extensive

A tense is a verb form that most 
often indicates time. English verbs 
have two basic tenses, present and 

past (I play /I played).  
 

Additionally, all these forms can be 
perfect with the word “have” in 

them.  
 
 

I have played → I have been playing.

A prefix is added at the beginning of 

a word in order to turn it into 

another word for example: 

 
  Prefix  un - added to  

  able = unable

Prefix dis- added to  

 
allow= disallow

Consonant  
all other letters of the 
alphabet except from 

vowels. 

Vowel 
letters of the  

alphabet -  
a, e, i ,o, u 

Suffixes

 (y, ed, er, est, ing, 
ness, less and ful). 

Suffixes and Prefixes
(-ment, mis, dis,  re,  

auto)

Homophones

Statutory Words

Suffixes

 (-ly, -tion, -ation, 
-sion). 

Homophones

Words with the /ch/ 
sound

Words with the /k/ 
sound 

Words with the /ʃ/ 
sound

Words with the /eɪ/ 
sound 

The /ɪ/ sound 

More Prefixes

The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou
Homophones and 
Near Homophones

Plural Words

Year 3/4 Statutory 
Words

A statement is the most common type of sentence.  
 

Commands are a type of sentence in which someone is being 
told to do something.  

 
A question is a type of sentence that we ask or write to gain 

further information from a person or people responding.  
 

An exclamation is forceful statement which expresses high 
levels of emotion or excitement. 

 
 

 
 


